C ATERHAM  AND  WARL  INGHAM  URBAN  DISTRIC  T COUNCIL. 


EAL.  t 

3NOV1943 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  and  of  the 

for  the  year  1942. 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INI  PEC  TOR 


To  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Caterham  and  Warlingham. 


Report  of  the  iViedlcal  Officer  of  Health . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  arid  Gentlemen, 


For  the  year  1942  I present  an  interim  report,  which 
has  been  prepared  on  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Certain  records  relating  to  1942,  including  the  statistics 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  are  being  preserved  with  a 
view  to  the  publication  of  a full  report,  if  required,  after  the 
War. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  civilian  population 
(Rate  for  England  and  wales  ... 


21.00 

15.8) 


Still  Birth  Hate  per  1,000  civilian  population...  0.70 
(Rate  for  England  and  1vales  ...  ...  0.54) 


Deaths . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  civilian  population 
(Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 


10.24 

11.6) 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


NIL. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants’  under  1 year  of  age 
per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 

(Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 


50. 
49.  ) 


Causes  of  Death . 

28/fc  of  the  total  deaths  were  due  to  heart  and  other 
circulatory  diseases. 

The  cancer  death  rate  was  1.31  per  1,000  of  population. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Staff.  ) 

laboratory  Facilities.  ) 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  ) 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  ) 
HospltaTs . ) 

Ambula nc e Facilities.  ) 


No  change 


(2) 


water  supply. 

Systematic  sampling  by  Officers  of  the  several  districts 
served  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  was  continued  during  the 
year  and  four  samples  which  were  taken  in  this  district  gave 
satisfactory  results. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection:  The  whole  of  the  District  was  placed  on  a 

WC  oilec tion-by-Re quest " basis,  and  the  collecting  vans  toured  the 
District  for  Refuse  once  a fortnight,  the  collection  alternating 
with  the  collection  of  Salvage. 

Salvage  Collection:  In  March  1942  the  Council  opened  a central 

Salvage  Depot  at  No.  409,  Croydon  Road,  which  is  in  Caterham  Valley 
at  almost  the  geographical  centre  of  the  Urban  District.  This 

enabled  considerable  saving  to  be  made  in  transport,  as  formerly  all 
salvage  had  to  be  taken  to  Caterham-on-the-Hill . The  accommodat- 

ion available  at  the  new  depot  also  considerably  facilitates  sorting 
baling  and  disposal  of  the  commodities  salvaged. 

Sales  for  the  Depot  during  the  year  ended  March  1943  were: 


Tons . 

Cwts . 

Value . 

£>  • s • d.  • 

Paper  ...  ... 

278 

8 

1,706.14.  2d. 

M 0 9.  1 • • 9 • • • 

329 

19 

401.  1.  7d. 

Bottles...  ... 

72 

7 

282.18.  3d. 

Bones  ...  ... 

7 

14 

32.17.  9d. 

Rubber  ...  ... 

17 

1 

20.12.  Od. 

Rags  ...  ... 

18 

7 

254.  0.  6d. 

Sundries . . ... 

16 

0 

21.10.  9d . 

TOTALS... 

739. 

1 6 . 

£2,719.15.  Od. 

Salvage  Sub-Depots  were  established,  each  in  charge  of  a 
Voluntary  Salvage  Steward.  In  areas  not  served  by  a Salvage 

Sub-Depot  the  collection  from  houses  was  put  upon  a "Request”  basis, 
householders  being  supplied  with  a card  marked  "S"  to  display  when 
they  had  accumulated  a sufficient  quantity  of  salvage  to  justify 
collection.  As  the  Sub-Depots  diminished  in  number  the  area  of 
"C oilec tion-by-Request " was  extended.  The  whole  of  the  Urban 

District  was  toured  by  the  Salvage  Collecting  vans  fortnightly. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED-BUGS . 


10  houses  (including  one  Council  House)  were  found  to  be 
infested  and  were  satisfactorily  disinfested. 


Inspections. 


FACTORIES. 


Premises . 


Factories  with  mechanical  power 
" without  " " 


TOTALS  ... 


Defects  found. 


Particulars . 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Other  offences  ... 


TOTALS  . . . 


Number  of 
Inspec  ti ons . 

41. 

52. 

95. 

Number  oT  defects. 

"Pound.  Remedied. 

7.  6. 

1. 


• • • 

• • • 


5. 

1. 


3. 

1. 


• • • 


14. 


10. 


No  cases  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
and  no  legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 

Outwork  in  Unwhol esome  Premises.  NIL. 

Defaults,  etc.,  notified  by  H.ivi.  Inspector  of 

Factories  on  Form  144.  1 • 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  fe'ear  : - 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ) ...  105. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  & 1932...  0. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  96. 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  99. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Hou  s i ng  Ac  tl936..  ...  ...  ...  ...,N IL . 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :- 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

( a ) By  owne r s . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  1. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0. 

(c)  Other  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL. 


Overcrowding . 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

o f th e ye ar  ...  ...-  ...  ...  1. 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  1. 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  7. 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  yea r ...  ...  ...  ...  2. 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

t he  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5. 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  0. 


(4) 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

Milk. 

'The  following  licences  under  the  Milk  (special 


Designations)  Order  were  issued 

Pasteurisers*  Licences  ...  ...  2. 

Dealers*  Principal  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  5. 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  1. 

Dealer s*  Supplementary  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  3. 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  3. 

Food  & Drugs  Act  1938  - Adulteration . 


Hereunder  is  a table  shewing  the  work  carried  out  under 
the  Food  & Drugs  Act  by  the  County  Authority  :- 


Artie les . 

Analysed . 

Adulterated  or 
Deteriorated. 

Proaecut- 
ions . 

For  - 
mal . 

Infor- 

mal . 

Total . 

For- 
mal . 

Infor- 

mal . 

Total . 

Milk  .... 

49 

26 

75 

3 

2 

5 

1 

Drugs 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

C 3.k0  • • • 

- 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

totals  ... 

49. 

33. 

82. 

3. 

2. 

5. 

1. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases; 

The  number  of  cases  (civilian  only)  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis,  reported  during  the 
year  is  shewn  on  the  following  table  :- 


Disease . 

— 

Number 
notified . 

Removed  to 
Hospital . 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

78. 

71. 

- 

Diphtheria 

1. 

1. 

— 

Measles 

272. 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

15. 

— 

C erebro-Spinal  Fever.. 

4. 

Enteric  Fever 

1. 

1. 

— 

Pneumonia  • * • 

19. 

13. 

13.  x 

Erysipelas 

2. 

1. 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 • 

•• 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1. 

— 

•* 

Poliomyelitis  . . . 

1. 

X • 

TOTALS 

395. 

92. 

13. 

All  forms 


Scarlet  Fever . 

78  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  11  in  1941, 

21  in  1940  and  17  in  1939.  This  disease  shews  an  apparent 

periodicity  in  its  prevalence,  for  every  fourth  year  from  1930 
has  seen  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  in  excess  of  seventy. 
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Complications  developed  in  12  cases  which  were  treated 
at  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  there  arising  3 cases  of 
Otorrhoea,  6 of  Adenitis,  1 of  Nephritis  (case  admitted  with), 
and  2 of  Rheumatism, 


Diphtheria , 


Subsequent  observation  of  the  one  and  only  case 
notified  shewed  the  case  to  be  wrongly  diagnosed.  There  has 

been  little  diphtheria  in  this  district  during  the  war  years? 

6 cases  were  notified  in  1939,  2 in  1940  and  3 in  1941. 

Facilities  for  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  were 
first  provided  by  the  Council  at  the  beginning  of  1940, 

385  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  309  children  aged 
5 to  15  years  were  protected  during  1942. 

It  ms  estimated  that  35%  of  the  child  population  under 
5 years  and  60%  of  the  children  aged  5 to  15  years  were  immunised 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  percentages  are  too  low.  In  the 

face  of  the  publicity  which  is  now  given  to  the  facilities  for 
and  advantages  of  diphtheria  immunisation,  in  my  opinion  neglect 
on  the  part  of  parents  and  guardians  in  allowing  their  children 
to  run  the  risk  of  catching  diphtheria  by  not  taking  advantage 
of  the  scheme  for  free  immunisation  should  be  classified  as 
almost  criminal. 


Measles . 


272  cases  were  notified  against  286  in  the  previous 
year. . All  cases  occurred  in  the  first  7 months  of  the  year. 


Whooping  C ough. - 

15  cases  were  notified,  2 in  January,  6 in  February, 
5 in  June  and  2 in  December. 


Non-Notif iable  Infectious  Diseases: 


Scabies . 

82  cases  of  Scabies  came  to  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  majority  of  these  attended  the  School  Clinics 

and  carried  out  at  home  the  treatment  recommended  by  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers,  others  were  treated  under 
the  supervision  of  Medical  Practitioners,  and  18  cases  received 
Hospital  treatment.  The  premises  concerned  were  visited  and 

disinfestation  was  carried  out  when  considered  necessary. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 


The  following  specimens  were  examined 

Positive. 


Negative. 


TOTAL. 


Swabs  for  Klebs  Loeffler 

Bacilli  ...  . . » 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ... 


1.  12.  13. 

11.  13.  24. 


TOTALS 


• • • 


12. 


25. 


37. 
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Tuberculosis  - New  cases  and  Mortality  during  Year  1942. 


Age 

Periods . 

I 

Resi 
at  oi 

'Jew  Cases 

~1 

Deaths • 

}ir- 

Non 

Respir- 

atory. 

Respir- 

atory. 

Non 

Respir- 
a t ory . 

r~ 

M. 

K 

M. 

P. 

— wr* 

p F7~^ 

~wr 

■P7 

0- 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

lo 

l- 

• • • 

- 

- 

1. 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

1. 

5- 

t • • 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

, 10- 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15- 

• • • 

1. 

- 

1. 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

- 

20- 

• • • 

2. 

l. 

- 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

- 

25- 

• • t 

3. 

2. 

- 

1. 

- 

1. 

mm 

- 

35- 

• • » 

4. 

2. 

- 

- 

2. 

1. 

- 

- 

45- 

• » » 

3. 

1. 

- 

- 

4. 

1. 

- 

- 

55- 

• « I 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

1. 

- 

mm 

65  & upwards 

- 

2. 

- 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

TOTALS 

• • • 

14. 

8. 

3. 

2. 

8. 

7. 

1. 

1. 

The  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  exceeded 
those  for  the  previous  year  by  8 but  there  was  a substantial 
decrease  in  the  notification  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

Three  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  not 
notified  to  me  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  and  one  case 
of  Tuberculous  Meningitis  was  notified  posthumously. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  the 
exclusion  from  work  of  employees  in  the  milk  trade  or  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  infectious  persons. 


I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October  1943. 


C/EMG 
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Report  of  t he  Chi ef  hanitary  Inspecto r . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1942.  War 
conditions  and  duties  continue  to  affect  the" normal  work  of 
the  department  particularly  in  relation  to  the  inspection 
and  maintenance  of  house  property.  There  has  been  a 

progressive  deterioration  of  the  condition  of  most  of  the 
cottage  property  in  this  district  throughout  the  war  and  the 
department’s  activities  are,  or  necessity,  now  limited  to 
securing  the  remedying  only  of  defects  of  an  urgent  nature. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  there  will  be  great  need  for  systematic 
house-to-house  surveys. 


INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  £able  shews  the  inspections  made 
during  the  year  :- 

Primary  Inspections  of  Premises  ... 

Re-Inspections  after  seryice  of  notices 
Visits  to  Work  in  progress  ... 

Factories  (Excluding  Bakehouses) 

Bakehouses  ...  ... 

Salvage  Sub-Deco ts  and  re  Salvage 
Other  Food  Premises 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ... 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  available  for 
public  use  . . . 

Swimming  Baths .. . ... 

Hairdressers’  & Barbers’  premises 

Shops  under  Shops  Acts  ... 

Patrols  under  Shops  Acts...  ... 

Visits  re  Overcrowding  ...  ... 

" " Presence  of  Vermin  ... 

" Scabies  ...  ... 

n " Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
" Diphtheria  Immunisation  ... 

” Cesspool  Emptying  ... 

" ” Civil  Defence  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ... 


463. 

594. 

74. 

93. 

71. 

70. 

279. 

210. 

40. 

68. 
17. 
39. 
163. 
53. 
17. 
231. 
310. 
368 . 
34. 
98. 
425 
308. 


TOTAL 


4,025. 


SANITARY  IMPRO VEMENTS . 


The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  :- 


Premises  drained  to  sewer  ... 

Defective  drains  repaired  ... 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  ... 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed 
W.C’s.  provided  with  new  pans  and  traps 

W.C . fittings  repaired  ...  ... 

Trapped  waste  pipes  fixed  ...  ... 

Smoke  Tests  applied  ... 

Water  Tests  applied  ... 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ... 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  ... 
Damp  walls  remedied  ... 

External  walls  repaired 


•• 

3. 

7. 


1. 

19. 

127. 

13. 

11. 

29. 

3. 


16 . 


5. 

2. 


• • • 


• « • 


(S) 


Yards, 

fl 


footpaths 

n 


or  passages  repaired 
" " paved 


Stoves  repaired  or  renewed 
Coppers  repaired  ...  ... 

Defective  floors  repaired  ... 

Defective  wall  plaster  repaired... 
Defective  ceiling  plaster  repaired 
Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ... 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed...  ... 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ... 
Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated 
New  dustbins  provided  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ... 


6 • 

3. 
8. 
2. 
6. 

14. 

6. 

27. 

29. 

4. 

10. 

15. 
86 . 


NOTIC  ES . 

Informal  Notices  issued  ... 
Informal  Notices  complied  with  ... 
Statutory  Notices  served  ... 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with... 


254. 

248. 

1. 

1. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 


In  Urban  District. 


Area . 

1942. 

1941. 

C aterham 

Loads . 

72-|. 

Loads . 

69. 

Warlingham 

65. 

87. 

C ha Id on  ... 

923-s-. 

817. 

Woldinghnm 

1,045§. 

1,170. 

totals 

2,1 06j. 

2.143. 

In  Neighbouring  Areas 


1942. 

1941. 

L 6a  d s . 

Loads. 

40. 

21. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

The  drainage  of  1 property 

in 

Warlingham  wa 

from  the  cesspool  and  connected  with 

the 

publis  sewer 

the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

& 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  unsound  food 

was 

destroyed  or 

of  for  salvage 

Meat . Beef 

• • 

• 

80j  lbs. 

Lambs  Livers 

• • 

• 

53<jr  lbs . 

Other  Food. 

Bacon 

• • 

• 

10  lbs. 

Butter  . . . 

• • 

• 

lbs. 

Haricot  beans 

• • 

• 

104  lbs. 

Runner  beans 

• • 

• 

76  lbs. 

Potatoes 

• • 

• 

28  lba. 

C of fee 

• • 

• 

55  lbs. 

Jam 

• • 

• 

6 lbs . 

C ereal s . . . 

• • 

♦ 

50  lbs. 

Paste  ... 

• • 

• 

5 Jars. 
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Canned  Meat. 


C orned  beef 

144 

lb  s . 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat.. 

191 

lbs . 

C hopped  Ham 

114 

lbs . 

Sausage  Meat  ... 

37 

lbs . 

nned  Food. 

Fish  ...  ... 

58 

tins . 

Milk 

346 

tins. 

Fruit  ...  ... 

274 

tins . 

Beans  ...  ... 

136 

tins . 

P ea s • • • • • • 

168 

tins . 

Mixed  Vegetables  ... 

137 

tins . 

Soups  ...  ... 

47 

tins . 

Spaghetti . . ... 

3 

tins . 

Macaroni  Cheese  ... 

1 

tin. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


C owkeeper s 

On  Register  at  end  of  1942...  ...  8. 

C owsheds  : - 

On  Register  at  end  of  1942...  ...  12. 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  at  end  of  1942 

— -i  - — - -*•  - - — — - — - - - - 

with  dairies  within  Urban  District...  8. 

With  dairies  outside  Urban  District..  4. 
Retailers  registered  to  sell  milk 

in  sealed  bottles  only  ...  2. 

210  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and  cowsheds  during 

the  year. 


99%  of  the  milk  produced  in  this  district  for  sale 
came  from  Milk  Producers  holding  "Tuberculin  Tested"  or 
"Accredited"  licences. 

28  out  of  29  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  satisfied 
the  prescribed  test.  The  efficiency  of  pasteurisation  was 

checked  by  the  phosphatase  test  which  indicated  that  only  2 
of  the  29  samples  examined  had  been  insufficiently  heat-treated 
or  had  become  mixed  with  raw  milk. 

31  Raw  milk  samples  were  submitted  for  examination. 

13  of  these  samples  - 9 taken  from  churns  on  arrival  in  the 
district  from  farms  outside  - proved  unsatisfactory. 

90  sediment  tests  of  raw  milk  were  made,  and  29  of 
these  were  unsatisfactory  as  regards  cleanliness. 


DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  rooms  sprayed  or  fumigated  ...  141. 

Bundles  of  bedding  steam-disinfected  ...  130. 


DISINFESTATION. 


Number  of  sprayings  of  rooms  with 

Insecticide  ...  ...  ...  73. 

Bundles  of  bedding  and  clothing 

disinfested  ...  ...  ...  49. 


I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


October  1945. 
C/EMG. 
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